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COMING UP 
 

Monday, June 25:  Chester Clean 

up (7:00 to 8:30 PM) 

 

Chester Creek Concert Series 

7:00-8:30; FREE ADMISSION 

June 26: Port Four & Pot Bellied 

Stallions 

July 3: Lester River Boys 

July 10: Circuit Breakers 

July 17: Rock-a-Billy Revue 

July 24: Sh Boom 

July 31: Busterville 

August 7: Sound Incorporated 
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that nature provides for recrea-

tion and contemplation, and with 

that we should accept and appre-

ciate the changes nature has 

wrought this week.” 

REMEMBER COME HELP: 

MON, JUNE 25 7-8:30 PM 

We hope you were as safe and 

dry as you could be in the spec-

tacular Duluth flood of 2012. 

This is something you will be 

talking with your grandchildren 

about, so treasure these memo-

ries. You can always proudly say 

“I was there and helped with the 

clean-up after the flood.” 

And help is what we need at 

Chester Bowl. As you may have 

read, if you keep up with your 

email inbox, our beloved Chester 

Park suffered extensive damage 

in yesterday's flash flood, includ-

ing the washing out of the upper 

dam.  We are going to start 

cleaning up the park on Mon-

day, June 25 from 7-8:30 PM. 

Let’s make this a fun, family 

event while showing the incredi-

ble resilience and community 

spirit in our neighborhoods. This 

is open to all - from children to 

seniors 

 

Please bring:  work gloves, gar-

den shovels & rakes, chain saws, 

pruners, lopers, wheelbarrows 

and other outdoor tools that 

might be useful. 

Meet at the playground for a 

name tag & to get assigned to a 

group.  Several people are need-

ed to be group leaders.  Please 

email Thom Strom

(chesterbowl@clearwire.net) if 

you will be a group leader, can 

help in general & what tools you 

can bring.  We need several peo-

ple that can safely operate chain-

saws, and others to drag debris 

away to the road where it will be 

picked up by city crews.  We will 

start at the park entrance and 

eventually work our way back 

towards the soccer field.  Please 

help pass the word on this to 

anyone who loves Chester Park 

& would like to be of service.  

As CBIC Board member Daryl 

Yankee said, “the main reason 

we all visit the Chester Bowl is to 

enjoy the bountiful opportunities 

Chester Bowl Ski Hill Duluth 

Newsletter 

WASHOUT 2012! 

The road by the Chalet 

Creek floods the picnic area Creek washes out Dam 



Present: Sam Luoma, Curt Leitz, George 
Vacek, Mark Berns, Lori Hoyum, Mi-

chael Sullivan, Daryl Yankee, Ann My-
ers, Thom Storm 

Absent:  Peter Spooner, Mike Cameron, 

Nora Sandsted, Mark Hanna  

Executive Directors Report: 

-  Ski Banquet:  180 attendees, Denfeld 
venue received well, suggestion of menu 

changes. 

 Ski Returns:  3 pair outstanding 

 New Skis:  Thom ordered 100 pr of 

skis with mounted rental (adjustable) 

bindings at $16,465.  Delivery ex-

pected Sept 15, 2012. 

 Day Camp:  29 days scheduled, 17 

are full.  Special trips of Twins, Wild 
Mntn, and Valleyfair are at break-

even point.  

 Ski Tune-up:  Dan Van Resse and 

Eben Storm, completing the tune-up 
work on 600 pr skis. 

 Key Volunteers:  All returning to posi-

tions for the 2012-2013 season. 

 Painting Chair Lift:  we were awarded 

Valspar  grant for paint supplies to 
paint the chairlift and chairs.  Thom 

will communicate with the company 
our specific outdoor 

needs.  Brainstorming to staff the job 
with people and necessary equip-

ment to complete the chairs, posts, 

wheels, etc.. 

Committee Reports 

Finance (Mark Berns) 

 Budget Overview 

 Ski Returns:  $19,000 liability

(deposits), $12,000 were donated 

back in part or whole to CBIC, com-

pared to $5500 in 2011.  

 Volunteer Time:  ~ 2750 hours re-

quired of families, there were ~2600 
hours recorded, and lots of hours 

that went unrecorded.  Scholarship 
families- there were some who did ) 

hours while others went over, such 

as one family who recorded 84 
hours. 

 Donation Letters:  $530.00 donated via 

the mail off of the letters sent. 

Development (Michael Sullivan) 

 Grants and Appeals:  Jason Amund-

son, TCF re-submitted for $1,000 

grant to offer summer camp scholar-
ships.  JMN for snowmaking ongoing, 

YAA grant drafted.  Ongoing discus-
sion re: our work on acquiring major 

gifts and estate requests vs. changing 

our working model to accommodate or 
better appeal to corporations and foun-

dations for funding/grants.  Also, ex-
tensive discussion held re: establishing 

an endowment account where the prin-
cipal is left and we work off of the 

interest/dividends.  George Vacek 

proposed to have the finance commit-
tee investigate endowment opportuni-

ties, Curt Leitz second, motion 
passed.  

 Fundraising:  Annual Donation cam-

paign, 556 letters mailed, 27 re-

turned.  Goal of $10,000 return, actual 

$12,000.  Members to write thank you 
notes. 

 Silent Auction:  Lisa Ferris to chair, 

meeting to be scheduled within 2 

months, will appeal to Fall Fest Ven-
dors re: donations for the silent auc-

tion. 

 chesterbowl.org:  coming soon- banquet 

photos and summary, spring/summer 

info and music schedule. 

 eTapestry:  submitted budget request to 

finance committee. 

Nominations (Nora Sandsted) absent 

Programs (Curt Leitz) 

 Duck Race:  Chuck Steotzel, Kiwanis 

Club, Tuesday June 19th, following 
concert 

 Americorps:  Joel Vos, terminated, in-

complete work.  Thom, Sam, and Curt 

have interviewed two new applicants 
and yet in process. 

Human Resources (Lori Hoyum) 

 Succession Plan:  ongoing discussion re: 

role of ED/Hill Manager or 
both.  Examining the roles of employ-

ees needed to keep the hill running. 

 SOP:  Michelle, co-worker of Lori’s to 

assist with finishing the template. 

 Room Dedication:  Plaque to be hung, 

Lori to acquire this. 

Mini Master Plan (George Vacek) 

 Ongoing discussions with Kathy B. 

and Luke S. of the City.  Planning 

community input gatherings in the 
future. 

New Business 

 Creek Perspectives:  George Hovland 

submitted a note essentially stating 
his desire and ideas to maintain the 

existing stream bed while making 

corrections to accommodate the dam 
needs, trout habitat, and skiing atCh-

ester Bowl.  Discussion held with 
Eric summer of the YMCA Camp 

Gitchi Gammi, no pond, no camp as 
they feel the pond is essential to their 

camp offerings.  

 Expanding Ski Runs: Discussion held 

re: expansion of the ski runs per the 

suggestions and support of George 
Hovland.  Curt Leitz proposed, and 

Michael Sullivan second, the CBIC 
endorse the concept of expanding ski 

runs.  Passed. 

 Cross Country Ski expansion:  Contact 

was made by Andre Watt of the Du-

luth XC Ski Club, need for XC trails 
near snow making capabilities and 

recognized Chester Bowl as having 
that option.  Ongoing discussion will 

be had re: fundraising for expanding 
XC ski trails to double width, build 

add’l warming shack, assess for and 

provide add’l pipeworks needed for 
snow making. 

  

APRIL CBIC MEETING MINUTES (HIGHLIGHTS) 

PAGE 2 VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3 



I’m looking better this January not wear-

ing those worry lines I usually carry over 

from Christmas. We simplified the holi-

day this year and instead of presents 

bought a family season pass at Chester 

Bowl Ski Hill. That was it. No robot ham-

sters, ipods, or American Girl dolls. The 

checkbook balance isn’t red, there aren’t 

as many small pieces cluttering the floor 

and the family is physically healthier. 

Happier? Most definitely. 

The majority of our kids okayed the skiing 

in exchange for presents. Ellen was reti-

cent, but John convinced me that the best 

gift would be if we did this as a family 

unit. That’s when the gift became a risky 

endeavor. I haven’t skied for twenty years. 

I am so much older and wiser and scared 

now than I was twenty years ago–I am 

genetically practically a different person. 

However, when 13 year old John de-

scribed our family floating down a hill of 

fluffy snow, enjoying each other’s compa-

ny, looking robust and rosy-cheeked, I 

couldn’t resist his salesmanship. 

That’s the problem with kids; they’re al-

ways making you have fun. 

If you haven’t been a part of this program 

before let me explain how it works. In late 

fall there is a Chester Bowl Lottery. Clued 

in Duluthians meet on a specified night, 

drop their names in a bucket, and Thom 

Storm, director at Chester Bowl, pulls 

names for people to schedule ski fittings. 

Ski equipment is rented at a discount, but 

part of the trade off is that every family 

will volunteer time at the park. The goal is 

not only to get people skiing; the bigger 

picture is to build community for the bene-

fit of all involved. 

So I showed up at the lottery, and within a 

month we all were outfitted with skis, 

boots, helmets, and poles. Even our for-

eign exchange student was able to get ski 

gear. The only vitals missing were snow 

on the ground and for a couple of us to 

learn how to ski. 

Christmas day completed our gift by giv-

ing us a deep snow cover. Despite fear and 

cold, we did learn to ski. Six year old An-

nie went to an hourly ski camp for a week 

in below zero temperatures. I had to bribe 

her with hot chocolate to get her out on 

the slopes, but as I write she has become a 

full fledged skier who goes down the big 

hill accompanied by watchful cadets. 

I too have conquered my fear. It would 

have been easier for me not to ski. In fact, 

almost everything inside me begged me 

not to. I’m afraid of falling; I don’t like 

cold or snow; somebody needs to stay 

inside and watch the kids—but those are 

excuses for not having fun. The biggest 

problem for me was doing something new. 

That’s how we stay young, you know, 

challenging ourselves to do new things. At 

least that’s what I tell myself as I slowly 

snow plow down the hill. 

But imagine a 1950′ s postcard from 

Minnesota. Picture a warm, sunny chalet 

at the base of the ski hill. People inside sit 

around in Nordic sweaters playing cards 

while family members traipse in and out 

from the slopes. Adults are in charge. 

Kids are behaved but having a lot of fun. 

Neighbors and co-workers greet each 

other over hot chocolate and the fresh 

faces of active children. Everyone is in a 

good mood because they have been exer-

cising in the fresh air. Even strangers new 

to town are welcomed into the fold as 

soon as they sit down at a table with that 

grim look. 

“Do you have a kid out on the slope?” I 

asked a woman across the table from me. 

She was frowning out the window, look-

ing stressed. 

“Yep. This is his first time down, but he’s 

with a cadet” she said anxiously. 

“Are you new to Duluth?” I asked. She 

was and pretty soon we, both transplants, 

were expounding on the warm communi-

ty we found ourselves in. Pretty soon she 

wasn’t watching the hill quite as intense-

ly. 

So now I have a new friend, a new skill 

set (downhill skiing), new muscles that 

hurt (skiing does wonders for the inner 

thigh and buttocks), healthy and active 

children and a new community to give to 

and receive from. I didn’t expect all those 

things from a Christmas gift. 

SE LIVINGSTON 

CHESTER BOWL HISTORY 

CHESTER BOWL MEMORIES: OUR CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
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The picture on the right shows some 

jumpers and skiers at Chester Bowl 

sometime around the 1920s. 

 

Recognize anyone? 

 

Peter Spooner at the Tweed Museum is 

compiling an archive of Chester Bowl 

Historical information and would wel-

come any information you may have to 

give him. 

 

Feel free to drop me a note at 

rajivvaidy@gmail.com and I’ll pass it on 

to him.  
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